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Much adoe about Nothing, 


Bedro, You embrace your charge too willingly: I 

thinkc this is your daughter. 

Leonato. Her mother hath many times told me fo. 

Bened. Were you in doubt chat you askt her ? 

Leonato. Signior Bencdickc, no, for then were you a 
childe. 

Pedro. You haue it full Bcncdicke,we may gheffc by 
this,what you 3rc, being a man, trucly the Lady fathers 
her ieltc: be happic Lady,for you aie like an honorable 
father. 

Ben. IfSignior Leonato be her father, fhe would not 
haue his head on her (boulders for al Mc(Ttna,as like him 
as fhe is. 

‘Beat. I wonder that you will ftill be talking, fignior 
Benedicke.no body markesyou. 

Ben. What my deere Ladie Difdaine ! are you yet 

liuina ? 

& 

Beat. Is it poffiblc Difdaine fhould die, while (bee 
hath fuch mecce foode to feede it,as Signior Bcncdicke? 
Curtefic it felfc muft conucrt to Difdainc,if you come in 
her prcfcncc. 

Bene. Then is curtefic a turnc-coate, butitisccr- 
taine lam loucdofall Ladies,oncly you excepted : and 
I would I could findc in my heart that I had not a hard 
hcart,for truely I louc none* 

Beat. Adccrehappinefleto womcnjthcy would clfc 
haue beenc troubled with a pernicious Smcr, 1 thankc 
God and my cold blood,I am of your humour for tliot, I 
had rather hearc my Dog barke ac a Crow, than a man 
fweare hcloucsmc. 

Bene. God kcepe your Ladifhip (lilt in that tninclc, 
fo fome Gentleman or other (hall feape a predeftinate 
fcratcht face. 

Beat. Scratching could not make it worlc,and’twerq 
fuch a face as yours were. 

Bene. Well,you arc a rare Parrat teacher. 

Beat . A bird of my tongue, is better than a bcaft of 
your. 

Ben. I would my hot fe had the fpeed of your tongue, 
and fo good a continuer, but kcepe your way a Gods 
name,I haue done. 

Beat. Youalwaics end with a lades tricke, I know 
you of old. 

Tedro. This is the fumme of all: Leonato^\yc\\ot QUh- 
dio, and fignior Bencdkkc; my deere friend Leonato, hath 
inuited you all, I cell him we (hall flay here, at the leaft 
a moneth, and he heartily prates fome occafion may de- 
taine vs longer : I dare fweare hee is no hypocrite, but 
praies from his heart. 

Leon. If you fweare, my Lord, you (hall not be for- 
fworne, let mee bid you welcome, my Lord, being re- 
concilcd to the Prince your brother: I owe you all 
duetie. 

lohn. Ithankeyou, I am not of many words, but I 
thanke you. 

Leon. Pleafc it your grace leadc on ? 

Pedro . Your hand Leonato will goe together. 

Exeunt. Manet Bencdickc and Claudio. 

Clan. Benedicke,didft thou note the daughter of fig¬ 
nior Leonato ? 

Bene. I noted her not,but I lookt on her. 

Clan. Is (he not amodeftyong Ladie ? 

Bene. Doe you quefiionme ai an honeft man fhould 
doe, for my fimple true iudgemenc ? or would you haue 
me fpeakc after roy cuftomc, as being a profeffed tyrant 
to their fexc l 


CUu. No,I pray thee fpeake in foberiudgTmT^T 
Why yfaith me thinks fhee’s too low for j hi 
praife,too browne for afaircpraife, and toolittle for 
great praifc,onely this commendation I can affoord he' 
that were (hee other then lhe is, fre were.vnhandfoJ 
and being no other,but as (he is,I doe not like her. ’ 

CUu. Thou think’ft I am in (port, I pray thee tell 
trucly how thou lik’fther. 

"Bene. Would you buic her, that you enquierafte, 
her? * ‘ 

Can the world buie fuch a iewell ? 

Ben. Yea,and a cafe to put it into,but fpeake you thij 
with a lad brow ? Or doe you play the flowtingiacke to 
tell vs Cupid is a good Hare-finder, and Vulcan a rare 
Carpenter: Conic, in what k cy (hall aman take you t0 

goe in thefong? 

CUu. Inmineeie, fhe is the fweeteft Ladie that euer 
Ilookton. 

Bene. I can fee yet without fpe&acles, and I fee no 
fuch matter: there’s her cofin, .and flic were not poffeft 
with a furie, exceedcs her as much inbeautie, as thefiift 
of Maic doth the laft of December: but I hope you haue 
no intent to turne husband,haue you ? 

CUu. I would fcarce truft my felfe, though I 1 
fyvornc the contraric,if//en? would be my wife. 

' Bene. 1ft come to this? in faith hathnoc the world one 
man but lie will wearc his cap with fufpition ? (hall I ne- 
ucr fee a batcheller of three fcore againe ? goe to yfaith, 
and thou wilt necdcs thruft thy nccke into a yoke,vvearc 
the print of it,and fighaway fundaies: lookc, donPefa 
is returned to Iceke you. 

Enter don Pedro, 1ohn the bajlard. 

Pedr. What fecret hath held you here, that you fol¬ 
lowed not to Leonatoes ? 

Betted. I would your Grace would conflrainc race to 
tell. 

Pedro. I charge thee on thy allegeance. 

Een. You heare, Count Claudio, I can be fecret as a 
dumbeman, I would haue you thinkc fo (but onmyal- 
lcgiance, marke you this, on my allegiance) hee is in 
louc. With who? now that isyourGraccs part rmarke 
how fhort his anfwerc is, with Hero, Leonatoes Abort 
daughter. 

CUu. If this were fo,fo were itvttred. 

Bened. Like the old tale,my Lord,it is not fo,nor ’twai 
not fo: but indeedc.God forbid it fhould be fo. 

CUu. If my paflion change not fhortly, God forbid it 
fhould be ©therwife. 

Pedro. Amen, if you loue her, for the Ladie is vetic 
well worthie. 

CUu. You fpeakc this to fetch me in,my Lord. 

Pedr. By my troth I fpeake my thought. 

CUu, And in faith,my Lord,I fpoke nftine; 

Betted. And by my two faiths and troths,my Lord, I 
fpeake mine. 

CUu. That I loue her, I feele. 

Pedr. That fhe is worthie.I know. 

Bened. That I neither feele how fhee fhould belo- 
ued , nor know how fhee fhould be worthie, is the 
opinion that fire cannot melt out of me, I will die in it st 
the ftake. 

jFVdir.Thou waft euer an obftihate herctique in the de- 
fpightofBcautie. 

C/4*. And neuer could maintaine his part, but in the 
force of his will. 

Bette. That 
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oSMuch adoe about J^othing. IQ? 


—-r"Thacawoman concerned me, I thanke her: that 
flightmeevp, Ilikewifc giueher moft humble 
t, • but that I will haue a rechate winded in my 
or hang my bugle in an inuifiblc baldricke,all 
f° rch nfhall pardon me: becaufc I will not do them the 
vv0,n to oiiftruft any, I will doe my felfe the right to 
^Tnnne • and the fine is, (for the which I may goe the 
c \i«illliucaBatchellor. 

pj r , 1 fhall fee thee ere I die, lookc pale with louc. 
r J 'Withanger, with fickncffe, or with hunger, 
Lord not with louc.-prouc that euer 1 loofc more 
Sod with lone, then I will get agamewith diinking, 
Veout mine eyes with a Ballet-makers penne, and 

l* m , vp at the doore of a brothel-houfc lor the figne 
haug n “- if ^ 

°^Pedrl. Well, if euer thou dooft fall from this faith, 
rhou wiltP roUC a notable argumcin. 

Bette. Iff do, hang me in a bottle like a Cat,& i noot 
at me, and he that hit’s me.let him be clapt on th.c fhoul- 
der and cal’d Adam. 

Pcirt. Well, as time fhall trie: In time the fauage 

Bull doth bcaretneyoakc. . 

Bene. The fauage bull may, but if euer the fenlible 
Benedtcke beare it, plucke off the bullcs homes, and let 
them in my forehead, and let me bcvildcly painted, and 
in fuch oreat Letters as they write, heerc is good boric 
to hire riot them fignifie vnder my figne, here you may 
fee Benedicki the married man. ' 

Clan. If this fhould euer happen, thou wouldftbee 

home mad. , . . 

Pedro. Nay,if Cupid haue not fpent all his Quiucr in 

Venice, thou wilt quake for this flaortly. 

Bene. I looke for an earthquake too then. 

Pedro. Well, you will temporiz-e with the houres, in 
themeane time, good Signior Bentfdicke, tepaire to Leo- 
ndteeS) commend me to him, and tell him I will not faile 
himatfuppcr,for indeedehehath made great prepara¬ 
tion. 

'Bene. I haue almoft matter enough in me for fuch an 
Embaffage,and fo I commityou. 

CUu. To the tuition of God. Front my houle, if I 
Had it. 

Pedro. The fist of Inly.Your louing friend, Benedick- 
Bene. Nay mockc not, mockc not} the body of your 
difeourfe is fometime guarded with fragments, and the 
guardes are but fiightly bafted on neither, ere you flout 
old ends any further, examine your confidence, and fo 1 
leaueyou. Cxit. 

Clau. My Liege, your Highneffc now may doe mee 
good. 

Pedro. My loue is thine to teach,teach it but how. 
And thou {halt fee how apt it is to learnc 

Any hard Lcffon that may do thee good. 

CUu. Hath Leonato any fonne my Lord ? 

Pedro, No childe but Hero, fhe’s his onely heire. 

Doft thou affeft her C Uudto ? 

CUu. O my Lord, 

When you went onward on this ended a&ion,* 
Ilook’dvpon her with a fouldiors eie. 

That lik’d, but had a rougher taske in hand. 

Than to driue liking to the name of louc: 

But now I am return’d, and that warre-thoughts 

Haue left their places vacant: in their rootaes. 

Come thronging foft and delicate defires. 

All prompting mee how fairc yong Hero is, 

Saying Hik’d her ere I went to warres. 

Pedro. Thou wilt be like a loucr prefently. 

And tire the hearer with a booke of words: 

If thou doft loue fairc Hero , chcrifh it. 

And I will breake with her: waft not to this end. 

That thou bcganfl to twift fo fine a ftory ? 

CUu. How fwcetly doc you minifter to loue. 

That know loues griefc by his complexion! 

But left my liking might too fodaine feemc, 

1 would haue falu’d it with a longer treatife. 

Fed. What need ^bridge much broderthen the flood? 
The faireft graunt is the ncccffitie: 

Looke what will feme,is fit: ’tis once,thou loueft. 

And I will fit thee with the remedie, 

I know we fhall haue reuelling to night, 

I will afiunsc thvpart in lomc difguile^ 

And tell fairc Hero I am Claudio , 

And in her bofomc lie vnclafpe my heart, 

And take her hearing priioner with the force 

And ftrong incounter of my amorous tale: 

Then after, to her father will I breake. 

And the conclulion is, (hee fhall be thine. 

In pra&ife let vs put it prefently. Exeunt . 

* Enter Leonato and an old manfirother to Leonato. 

Leo. How now brother,where is my eolen your fon : 
hath he prouided this mulicke ? 

Old. He is very bufie about it, but brother, ] can tell 
you rrewes that you yet dreamt not of. 

Lo. Are they good / 

Old. As the euents (lamps them,but they haue a good 
coucr: they fhew well outward, the Prince and Count 
Claudio walking in a thick pleached alley in my orchard, 
were thus ouer-heard by a man of mine: the Prince dif- 
couered to Claudio that hee loued my niece your daugh* 
ter, and meant to acknowledge it this night in a dance , 
and if hee found hcraccordant, hee meant to take the 
prefent time by the top , and inftantly breake with you 
of it. 

Leo. Hath the fellow any wit that told you this ? 

Old. A good fharpe fellow, I will fend for him, and 
queftion him your felfc. 

Leo. No,no; weewiilholditasadreame,tiHit ap- 
pc^re it felfe: but 1 will acquaint my daughter withall. 
.that ftie may be the better prepared for an anfwer.if per- 
aduenture this bee true: goeyou and tell her ofit: coo- 
fins, you know what you haue to doe, O I crie you mer- 
cie friend, goe you with mee and I will vfe your skiir, 
good cofin haue a care this bufie time. Exeunt. 

Enter Sir lohn the Baftard,and Conrade his companion. 

Can. What the good ycerc my Lord , why are you 
thus outofmeafure fad? 

Ioh. There is no meafure in the occafion that breeds, 
therefore the fadneffc is without limit. 

Con. You fhould heare reafon. 

John. And when I haue heard it, what blefiing brin- 
geth it ? 

Con. Ifnot a prefent remedy,yet a patient fufFcrance. 

loh. I wonder that thou (being as thou faift thou art, 
borne vnder Saturne) goeft about to apply amorall me¬ 
dicine, to a mortifying mifehiefe : I cannot hide what I 
am: I muft bee fad when I haue caufe, and fmile atho 
mans iefts, eat when I haue ftomacke, and wait for no 
manslcifure:fleepewhenIamdrowfie, and tendon no 
mans bufineffe,laugh when I am merry,afcd claw no man 
in his humor. 

Con. Yea,but you muft not make the ful {how of this 
till you may doe it without controllment, you haue of 

late 














































